WHITE AUSTRALIA – Then…
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Step 1

Imagine it is 1901…A new parliament has just formed. What is the Government of Australia going to do about immigration? Use your knowledge of Australian history and answer the following statements. In the column with the heading ‘Before Reading’, circle whether you think a statement is true or false.

Step 2

Read or listen to the text commentary on ‘Forming a racially pure democracy’ and then respond to the same statements in the column with the heading ‘After Reading’. Did any of your answers change?
	Statement
	Before Reading
	After Reading

	1. Federation of Australia took place in 1901
	T /F
	T /F

	2. People thought immigrants would create an undesirable society in Australia
	T /F
	T /F

	3. Parliament wanted a ‘white nation’ in the southern hemisphere
	T /F
	T /F

	4. The Immigration Restriction Act of 1901 was the fifth piece of legislation put in place 
	T /F
	T /F

	5. Racism means that one group of people think they are superior over others based on skin colour or country of origin
	T /F
	T /F

	6. Most Australians did not support the ‘White Australia’ policy
	T /F
	T /F

	7. Britain did not agree with a ‘whites only’ society because it had control over Indians, Africans, Malays and other people as part of their empire
	T /F
	T /F

	8. Japan’s connections with Australia in the early 1900’s were not considered to be important
	T /F
	T /F

	9. Laws were introduced to control Chinese immigration in the 1920’s
	T /F
	T /F

	10. Australia became quite dependant on Chinese gardeners in the eastern regions
	T /F
	T /F

	11. People who were born outside of Northern Europe could always immigrate to Australia
	T /F
	T /F

	12. Some people had to pass dictation tests to be able to come to Australia, particularly African, Asian and Islander people
	T /F
	T /F

	13. Labourers in Queensland who contributed significantly to the sugar industry were allowed to stay in Australia
	T /F
	T /F

	14. The Government allowed the wives and families of all migrants into Australia
	T /F
	T /F

	15. Migrants who did not come from a northern European background were made to feel marginalised and unwanted
	T /F
	T /F


WHITE AUSTRALIA? – Now…

Use an internet search to find brief answers to the following questions. Some also involve stating your opinion.

1. Which Prime Minister is known for initiating the process of abolishing the White Australia Policy?

[image: image2.wmf]__________________________________________________________________________

2. How long did it take to abolish the White Australia policy?

__________________________________________________________________________

3. When was the White Australia policy officially abolished?

__________________________________________________________________________

4. What effect did the Fraser government have on immigration?

__________________________________________________________________________

5. Should immigration policies be used to boost Australia’s declining population? Why / Why not?

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

6. One Nation’s Multicultural policy is below. Why is the One Nation Party controversial? What do you think of this policy? 

Immigration should address issues of social cohesion and migrants who choose Australia as their permanent homeland should, as a part of their decision to migrate, understand and embrace Australia’s cultural values, lifestyle, laws, freedoms and language.

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

7. Should people have to embrace cultural values of the country they live in, that may be vastly different from their own? Why / Why not?

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

8. Is there any chance our society would revert to ‘whites only’ again? Explain your answer.

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________
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