Excerpts from

Multicultural Affairs and Settlement Policy 1996

(The Australian Government) supports the encouragement and further development of Australia's productive diversity capacity, and in particular the rich resource of bi- and multi-lingualism …
The language of a person's country of origin is an integral part of their cultural heritage. The Coalition will encourage both children and adults in the maintenance of their original language.

We also recognise the value of having as many Australians as possible speak languages in addition to English. Multilingualism is one of our richest resources. It gives Australians the facility to participate more fully in the international environment. Australia's business, trade, foreign relations and tourism opportunities and successes can be advanced with such linguistic expertise …
Source: http://search.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/isysquery/irl4089/8/doc

