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Case Study
What’s in a Name?

1.
I was always told the story of how I was given my first name - Kirralea. My mother liked one name and my father liked another because he knew someone nice with that name so the two names were combined. I didn’t meet anyone with the same name until I was an adult. When my father-in-law suggested he call me another name I said I would rather have my name. I hadn’t realised how important my name was to me in terms of who I felt I was. My second name, Elisabeth, was chosen because my parents thought it sounded pretty. They gave a more modern spelling. The family name I grew up with was a name uncommon in Australia, Smallbone. My grandfather migrated to Australia in his late teens. I have never met anyone else with that family name. When I married I took my husband’s family name, Qureshi, which is Arabic and fairly unusual in Australia. I always have to spell all three of my names for people.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

2.
My mother’s father had three given names and a fairly long family name, Smallbone.  He always had trouble fitting his name when writing on forms so when my mother was born she was given a short name that her parents liked the sound of, Jean. When my mother married she changed from one unusual family name to another, Strawbridge, which is also uncommon in Australia.
My father has two given names, Ewan David. He doesn’t know how the first was chosen but his middle name was his father’s middle name and his mother’s family name too.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.
When my son was born my husband wanted to choose two Muslim names for him. I wanted to choose something easy for people to say. The meaning of names is very important for my husband so we read through lists of names and looked at the sound and the meanings. It was quite difficult to agree on names because many sounded very unfamiliar to me and some that I chose didn’t sound nice to my husband. In the end we chose a first name, Haani, that means ‘eloquent’ and a second name, Kaleem, which means ‘happy and lucky’. Both meanings seem to suit my son very well and everyone is used to them now.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

4.
My sister named her daughter, Charlotte, after my grandmother. This name was less fashionable for some time and is coming back into fashion now. The middle name, Jane, was chosen for how it sounded with the first name and family name, Wesley.

My brother’s wife is Chinese and so when their two children were born they were given common names for their first names, Ryan and Laura, chosen because the parents thought they sounded nice.  They were given Chinese names, Kiat and Li, for the second names.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

5.
My other brother has a son who had his family name, Smallbone, but when the parents split up and the mother remarried my nephew then had two family names, Smallbone-Fletcher.

My cousin has six children. After they named the first three they realised that the names were seven letters apart in the alphabet and so they kept the pattern going for the later children. They choose more unusual names for the first names and then names from other family members for middle names. 

The names are:

Ally Charlotte
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