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CULTURAL OVERVIEW

The People

Today approximately fifteen thousand Audralians claim descent from Pacific
Idandas taken to Queendand as indentured labourers between 1863and 1904 Sixty-
two thousand contracts were issued to aroundfifty thousnd Ilande's unde theterms
of the Masters and Servants Act and other legidation enacted to goven thar
employment.* Queendand is huge two and a haf times as big as Texas. Until about
1880theldandes could beemployed in any pastoral or maritimeindudry in the
colony, butthereafter they were restricted to the sugar indugry alongthe east coast.
Themajority were from eighty isandsin Melanesia, mainly thos induded in the
New Hebrides (present-day Vanudu) and the Solomon Idands butalso fromthe
Loydty Idandsoff New Caledonia and the eastern archipdagoes of PapuaNew
Guineg, plusafew from Tuvdu and Kiribai. Roughly onethird were fromthe
Solomonsand two-thirdsfromVanuau.

The Setting

ThePioneer Valley at Mackay, located midway beween Brisbane and Cairnsonthe
coast of central Queendand, isthelargest suga-produdng areain Audraliaand has
aways had thelargest Pacific Idande popuktion, althoughtheresidud Idande
community there isdifferent in tha Islandas of Solomonsdescent predomnae.
Descendants of nineteenth-century immigrants from the Pacific Iands who prefer to
beknown as Souh Sea Idandes, are very visible aroundMackay, making up around
twenty-five hundeed of the eighty thousand urban popuktion. Induding another
twenty-five hunded Aborigines and Torres Strait ISlande's, there is quite asubdantial
black component in thedistrict.

Traditional Subsistence Strategies

Subgstence life-styles were replaced in Queendand by work for wages on plantations
and farms. The migration was mainly circular: recruits picked up in theislands
working in Queendand, and then returning to theidands Thenomal term of
indenture was three years; only aminority stayed on, the ancestors of the present
South Sea Idande's. Thoe who opted to reengagein theidandsor in Queendand
were pad highea wages as expeienced labourers. Thererecruiting and "time-expired"
labourers (those who entered second or subsequent contracts) made up a consderable
propottion of thenunbers. They were not subservient in theway first-indenture
labourers usudly were - European colonists generally consdered these long-staying
Idandasto benoisy and urruly.



Sodal and Palitical Organization

Thefirst Idanda immigrants were mogly youngmales aged between fifteen and
thirty-five; only 6 percent were women. Historians agree that theinitial phase of
recruiting in mog areas was by kidngpping and deception, but as thetrade progressed
thenext geneation followed into thewhae boas of thelabou trade vessels, lured not
so much by outright trickery as by the goodsoffered by beguiling recruiters and the
chance to beter themselves when they returned to thar home sodeties after three
years. However, themajority of South Sea ldandeas prefer to depict themselves asthe
descendants of kidngoped daves, notindentured labourers. The method of thar
recruitment remains debaed; wha is more certain is the high cos in human livesin
thelargdy circular migration. On average, 50 Melanesiansin every 1,000died each
year in Queendand, and at worst, in 1884 thedeath rate was 147 pea 1,000,compared
with a desth rate of around9 or 10 pe 1,000among European males of the same age
in the colony. The primary cause of thedeathswas exposure to becillary dysentery,
pneumonia and tuberculos's, againg which thenew recruits had little immunity.2

Religion and World View

Althoughmog of thefifty thousand Iande labouersinvolved worked in
Queendand for only alimited number of years, and thuswere able to maintain much
of ther traditiond cosmology even whilein Audraia, those who stayed for longe
terms or pemanently really altered their world views to become colonists and adgpted
thar bdiefs and cusoms. Thefirst generation of these immigrants retained subdantial
aspects of thar cusomary religiouslife, buildingmen'shouses and to a limited extend
managing to establish ancestral shrines and continueworship. Gradudly, though the
largeregiond differences that marked the diverse origins became blurred, asthe
community retained subdantial aspects of their largdy Melanesian cultures, united
throughand shaped by the colonia experience, pidgin English, literacy, and
Chrigtianity. Interisand marriages with thefew Melanesian women hdped unite the
community, as did marriages with Aborigind and afew European women.

The Pacific ISandes always faced aracist colonial sodety in Audralia, which
regarded them as inferior and legidated to control and eventudly deport them. Inits
quest for a"White Audralid' thenew Federa government in 1901 ordered recruiting
to cease from 1903and as many Idlandas as possible to berepatriated by 1907.A
total of 7,068 1dandas were repatriated back to the idandsbeween 1904and 1908
and afurther 194depated upto 1914 In 1901 when the deportation order was made,
there were around10,0001dandes in Queendand and northern New South Wales,
onethird at Mackay. Eventudly, after a 1906 Royal Commission, certain categories,
mainly those of more than twenty yearsCresidence and others who could convince the
govenment tha they would bein dange if returned home, were allowed to remain.
Aroundl1,5001dandaswere officialy allowed to stay and aroundanother 1,000
remained illegdly.?

During thetwo find decades of the nineteenth century missionsfromthe
Presbyterian and Anglican churches and anondenomnaiond groupconveted the
Idandesto Christianity. However, when Idandea numbes declined in the 1900s the
parent churches withdrew ther suppot, leaving the ISandeas floundeing as
Christianswho were not welcome in the white congregations Then in the 1920sall
butafew of thefamiliesfollowed prominent ISanders into the Seventh-Day
Adventist and Assembly of God churches. Today ther descendants are leading



members of these churches. Mission Chrigtianity was aways fairly fundamentalist,
quite different from the parent churches, which madethetrangtion to the new sects
reasonably smooth. Theldandes churches provided the maor neworksin thar
community and church elders thar major leaders.

THREATSTO SURVIVAL

L egidation and Policy

Thenew Audralian Federation had as a central part of itsrationde theconcept of a
White
Audraia. Because Aborigines were thoughtto bedying out, by hdting all further
immigration of nonEuropeans Audraliawould condud a bold experiment for the
world: creation of anaionfor white people. This discriminaive immigration policy
continued until the 1960sand was notformally removed from legidation until 1972,
shgping thelives of theremaining South Sea Idlanders. Humanitarian concernshad
allowed theldandeasto stay in Audralia, butwithin asodety that shifted them
further to its margins

Mog Islandaswho remained in Audraliawere single men who died in the
1920sand 1930s very few survived into the 1960s Amongthem were the married
couples and ther families fromwhomthe present-day South Sea Islanda community
is descended, some now sixth- and seventh-generation Audralians Small South Sea
communities, each nunmbering only afew hunded, remained in all of the cane-
growing districts alongthe coast of Queendand and northern New South Wales, and
in oneor two pastora districtsin coastal Queendand. Whereas indigenous
Audraiansremained at the back of thecollective Audralian constience, onthe
fringes of rural townsthroughoutAugralia, South Sealdandeslived in only one
region, thetropical east coast, quite invisible to most Audralians Like Abarigines,
they were expected to die out, any remnants to assimilate into thewhite working
class. Public recognition of thar survival was minimal until the1970s

The confines of geography and a century of legidative discrimination kept the
Idandes at a semisubsstence level in thefirst hdf of thetwentieth century and at
best employed as field workersin agriculture. Althoughpog 1907they were no
longe govened by therestrictive legidation that had boundthem in the nineteenth
century, first to tropical agriculture, then to field work, legidative restrictionsplaced
on al nonwhites weretightened in the 1910sand 1920s particularly in thesuga
indugry, which govenment policy, spurred by the Augralian Workers Union
(AWU), was to make a totally white indudry. In 1903the federal govenment
introducd a suga bounty pad to growers who used only white labourto grow and
harvest ther cane Ten years later the Queendand government legidated to introduce
certificates of exemptiontha had to be hdd by any non-Europeansworkingin the
indudry. Then between 1919and 1921 Queendand'sArbitration Court prohibited the
employment of "coloured” labou except onfarms owned by a countryman and gave
preference in employment to AWU members. South Sea ldande's were debared
from membership of the AWU until the 1970s and athoughall of these legd
provisonsapplied only to theorigind immigrant generation, notto Audralian-born
South Sea ldandes, in theearly decades of the century because of the strength of
Melanesian kinghip tha boundthem to thar eldes, al Idande's were effectively
banned fromthe only employment available in adistrict like Mackay where canewas
amonoallture.



Political Economy

Elderly Idandeas eked out a bare existence on small farms leased from thelast
plantations on margind hill landsnot useful for mechanised agriculture. Mackay had
1500f these farmsin 1908but by the 1930sonly a handful remained. Mechanisation
of thefarming process, which necessitated greater finandal outiays, and refusal of
banksto loan money to Ilande's, soonmeant that in an indugry tha had undegonea
trangtion from plantation to family farms, nonewas owned by theldandaswhos
labourfoundel theindudry. There were ways around the discrimination, such as
putting cane assignments into the names of white friendsand cutting cane by lantern
lightat night, butlargdy by the 1920sthe origind Ilandeas had been totally
margindised to more menial poaly pad itinerant farm work and to a part-subsstence
existence. Further mechanisation, this time of the cutting process in the 1960s took
away wha were mgor seasond jobsas cane-cutters, ending a century of assodation
between South Sea Idandeas andthe suga indudry.

This discriminaion and technological changehave had longterm resultsin
terms of employment and depressed sodoeconomic indicators, leavingtheldande's
unwanted on the fringes of progperousbut conservative white farming communities.
However, since the 1960swhen indgenousAudralianswere findly recognised as
citizenswith rights similar to thewhite popuktion, the South Sea Iande's have
benefited. Noneghdess, this postive discriminaion has also been athreat to thar
survival as a separate community. Because there were so few Ilande women among
thefirst generation, probaly aroundonethird of theldandea families are descended
from Aborigind or Asian mothers. Even up until the 1970smany Ilande's denied
ther indigenousancestry, patly because of aMelanesian arrogance about Aborigines,
to whomthey felt supeior, butalso largdy because thewider Audralian community
saw theldandesasracialy supeior to Aborigines. Theldandeaswere damog at the
bottom of sodety anyway, and there was no advantageto them in stressing thar
indigenousAudralian ancestry. Aborigindity isdefined by your identity: whether you
acknowledgeyour indigenousancestry, and whether theindigenouscommunity
accepts you. South Sea ldande identity had been achieved at the expense of rejecting
any indigenousidentity. Then fromthe mid-1960sonward, after a 196 7referendum
tha gave thefederal govenment the power to legidate for indigenousAudralians
overiding state powers, the Commonweal th began to fund schemes to improve
Aborigind and Torres Strait ISande hedth, education, housng, legd facilities,
employment, and busness oppotunities.

Mackay district ISandeas were in adifficult situaion. Between the 1860sand
1890stheorigind Aboarigind popuation had been decimated by ddiberate
extermination and disease, and theremnant Abarigind community absorbed into the
South Sea Idande community, which was then the only black community. There are
now aroundtwenty-five hunded Aborigines and Torres Strait Idandasin thedistrict,
butthey are mainly Torres Strait ISlanda's who are recent immigrants and afew
hunded Aborigines who have come from other areas. For some South Sealdandeas
there was never a choice: they were proudof ther idand ancestry and would not
clam indigenousstatus But many families have atered their primary identity to
indigenousso as to receive the specia bendfits. Thishasled to agreat deal of divison
in the community and is themajor threat to the survival of the South Sea community.
There are Stuaionswhere onecousn has chosen to identify asindgenousand
another as South Sealdande. And even thoughthe total indigenousfundng for the



Mackay district is swelled by the South Sea ldandea's who have identified as
indigenous there remainsresentment among Aborigines and Torres Strait Ilande's
(who, to complicate matters, also in some cases have South Sealdande ancestry
from early maritime workersin Torres Strait) tha South Sealdandas are jumpingon
theindigenous"gravy train" althoughthey have norights to special assistance.

Education

Theimmigrant generation were either illiterate or barely literate, taughtto read and
write as a by-produd of mission Christianity. Ther children began to attend primary
schools from the 1890s but often for only afew years, and up until the 1940s
education remained very limited, with an attempt a segregated education at Mackay
inthe1930s Like low-income rural Queendandeas of al races, South Sea Idandeas
never went beyond primary school. Equitable access to eduction and a naural
progression throughto seconday school did notoccur in Queendand generally untl
theearly 1960s Thusthegrandpaents and parents of today's Iande children still do
not place high valueon formal education, provideless learning stimulusat home, and
fed tha theeduction system is not geared to the needs of thar children. Inthe 1970s
Idande students seldom matriculated, enrolled in commercial and indudrial courses
terminaing at gradeten. Since that time the South Sea Ilandea's have bendfited
educationdly fromfinandal assistance and programs developed for indigenous
Audraians The 1980sand 1990ssaw changes for the better: ten percent of Mackay's
high school students are black, presumably about half identifying as South Sea
Idandas, with quite high retention rates throughto grade twelve and some now
continuing to university level. However, high retention rates do not necessarily mean
goodresults, and many black students merely "mark time, " staying off thewelfare
lineafew yearslonge.

Housing

Identifying asindigenousAudralians has produced eductiond benefits for Isand
children but has had some negaive congjuences as well. It has also led to the
rehousng of many South Sea |dande families, either throughindigenoushousng
schemes or throughthe Housng Commission. Earlier in the century al of the
Idandeslivedinrural or semirural areas, usudly in traditiond leaf-thach houss or
fairly dilapidated European-style houses onflood-proneriver banks Therehousng,
althougharelief in terms of physca comfort, has been destructive to theldandeas
sense of community. They are now relocated within subuibs by housng coopeatives
tha valuethe qudity of ther propety investment more than the maintenance of any
sense of community. Youngldande families who are not able to take advantage of
any specia assistance, like all Audraiansat thebatom end of thejob market, find it
very difficult to make thetrandtion fromrenting to buying ther own hous.

Cultural Practice

Another threat to survival istheeroson of thar origind Melanesian culture. As
mentionad, thefirst major changewas the creation of a pan-Melanesian culture, one
community formed from an amalgamation of dozensof different island cultures and
extengve intermarriages. Indigenouslanguayes died out with thefirst generation, and
only afew wordsand phrases remained. Even pidgn English, used by thefirst to third



generations isnow nolonge spoken, replaced by English with an element of
indigenousand Torres Strait (locally referred to as"Broken™) Iande creole.
Indigenousreligiouspractices findly died outin the 1940s althoughthe older
second and third-generation Ianda's maintain strongbdief in a spirit world beyond
Chrigtianity. There remainsa preference for particular foods- fish and root cropslike
taro and sweet potato - butthese are limited to specia occasions Typicaly, a alarge
Idande paty al of themeat androot vegetables are cooked in undegroundstone
ovensdown by theriver. More impartant for cultural survival, there remainsa sense
of caring for an extended family, but even thisis eroding fast. Until the 1980sthere
were some membe's of theldanda community who behaved as classic Melanesian
"big men" and "big women," expecting and receiving allegiance fromawidefamily
group.Thelack of these leadersis now very evident in Iande politics. Up until the
1970sthe elders usudly managed to enforce ther wishes aboutmarriages, strongly
preferring tha thear children and granddhildren marry ther own kind. This practiceis
now longgone South Sea Idanda's now marry white Audraliansfar more often than
they link with Aborigind or Melanesian Audralians.

RESPONSE: STRUGGLESTO SURVIVE CULTURALLY

Demographic trends

South Sea Idandeas could easily have died out, jud as authorities expected early this
century, butthar demographic survival was assured by the 1940s Thefirst-
geneation families contained four and five children, then the second and third
genegationshad very largefamilies; families of ten and twelve children were not
unusud. There were probably aroundonehundeed first-generation familiesin
Audralia; six and seven genaationsof some very largefamilies have producd a
South Sea ldandea community numbering aboutfifteen thousand. Thiswas nota
calculated respong, butit certainly has worked in ther favour.

Thecommunity is spread over 2,000 kilometres (1,240 miles) of coast, with
several mgjor centres, the Mackay district thelargest of these. Intermarriage ensures
tha athoughthere remainsa broad division beween Solomon Idland-identified
families and New Hebridean (Vanuau)-identified families, a web of blood
relationships has been created. Althoughthe Audralian South Sealdande
community is renowned for its divisonsand inability to unite politically and has no
geographic centre, there is still areal sense of being pat of theonebig South Sea
Idand family.

Religion and Sports

Demographic survival was not a calculated respong, butit was a necessary
component of thecommunity's survival. In similar vein are religion and sport. Until
the 1970ssporting activities, and Christian religious bdiefs and practices, were two
very important strengthsthat enabled thelslandasto survive as a community.
Worship provided aweekly focusfor theorigind immigrants and later
genaationsto come togeher. Thereligiousseparatism tha had characterised the
mission churches was carried over into the Adventist and Assembly of God churches
for severa decades. Idandea churches were fairly autononousunt|l the 1960sand
1970s after which there was much more incorporation into the parent churches. For
thefirst six or so decades of this century white clergy were notreally welcome to



interfere in therunning of Islande churches - there was a sense of pridein handling
thar own finances and controlling decision making and authority. The present
younge geneation are by and large not churchgoes. Religiousinfluences have often
been supaseded by an interest in sport and gambling, particularly bingofor women.

Sports have been an important leveller in Audralian sodety and remain an al-
conauming interest and pastime for many Iande's. Throughsports they have readily
ganed acceptance for severa decades, whether it bewomen in vigaro (agamelike
cricket) and basketbdl, or men in cricket andfootball. However, in thefirst hdf of the
century there was a strongdegree of separatism, as all-black teams played agang
white teams. Some soccer players of South Sealdande descent are houshold names
in Audralia (Ma Meninga Sam Backo, Wendd Sailor), and oneMackay sporting
trophyis awarded in the name of aprominent Isander man. Nationd and state
politicianscalled uponto give speeches aboutthe Idande's always mention these
sporting heroes as individuds of high status, worthy of community pride At school,
Idandes also excel at sports, which may in some cases cloak less exceptiond
academic results.

Politicsand I dentity

Since the 1970sunity has been achieved by directly politica meansand through
reestablishment of linkswith their idandsof origin. Alongwith this has come further
stimulusfrom media and academic interest, which has provided a clear profile and
nationd legitimacy for thefragmented Islanda community. In the1900stheldande
communities alongthe northeast Audralian coast united to form a Pacific ISandas
Assodation to protest thar deportation. For its time it was the mog significant protest
organisation anong Melanesiansanywhere, and it did manageto achieve some
modification of Audralias callousracist plansto deport all "Kanaas', thename
given to theldande immigrantsin the ningteenth century. The 1900spolitical
movement was longforgotten by the 1970s and unity in theintervening decades was
provided only by separatist church congregaions In the 19605 however, some
leading South Sea ldandea's became involved in movementsto gan rights for
indigenousAudralians The bendfits gained, alluded to previoudy, provided
necessary specia funding for Aborigines and Torres Strait Ilandea's butinadvertently
drove awedgebeween South Sea |dande's and their indigenouskin. Althoughsome
Idandea families had indigenousancestry, until finandal rewards accrued there was
little indigenousidentification. Since then the next generation of South Sealdande's
has increasingly placed emphasis on thar indigenous ancestry, which has alienaed
Idandes with no indigenousancestry and produced a degree of ill feeling among
"rea" indigenousAudralians All of these events broughtissues of identity to a head.

The process of campagning for aremedy to theinjudice of ther situaion
took twenty years. Findly in 1994the Commonwealth government recognised the
diverse South Sea |dande's as a disadvantaged ethnic community and announed a
package of special grants, programs and fundng.

By the 1970sAudralian South Sea Idande's lacked any solidarity except that
ganead throughkinghip, religion, and a shared past. Jug as had occurred in the 19003
variouscommunity leaders recognised the need for a political organisationto link all
communities. The Audralian South Sea Idande's United Coundl (ASSIUC) was
formed in 1974with branches in all mgjor centres of ISande settlement andin the
east-coast capital cities. It issignificant tha at the two recent periods(197475 and



19903 when theldandeas have been mog successful politically, Augraiahashad a
Labor govenmentin Canbara

During theintervening years of the 1970sthroughthe 1990sthere had been
other changesthat aided theldandeas. The Queendand govanment announed
official recognition of its South Sealdandeas as a distinct ethnic groupand appointed
Mackay's leading Idande, Nod Fatnowna, as a Special Commissioneg for Pacific
Idandaswithin an Aborigind and Torres Strait ISande Commission (ATSIC).
South Sea Idandas managed to re-form strong links with thar islandsof origing
which caused a cultural and genedlogical resurgence. Radio andtelevision
"discovered” theldandeasin a series of programs, which broughtthem more attention
fromall Audraliansliving away fromthesuga coast. And at the same time,
academic studies, utilising oral testimony, restored to the community some of its own
history, makingit possible, for ingance, for some of the Audralian familiesto relink
with therr familiesin theidands In the 1990sthis renewed Idande search for ther
ancestors and history resulted in Iande inputinto of a set of govenment-funded
curriculum materias, which now enable teachers to incorporate information on the
Idandeasinto the school system.

ASSIUC and themany other Idandea-based organisationstha have been
created since the 1970swork ona combination of traditiond Melanesian values and
moden political lobbying skills. In 1990,throughFaith Bandler, Audralias mog
influentia South Sea ldande, the Commonwealth government onae more recognised
the problems of the community. Survey findingsrevealed a South Sealdande
popuktion of between ten thousnd and twenty thousand, many of whom chose to
identify as Aborigines and Torres Strait ISlandas. Thar unemployment rate was two
and a hdf timesthenaiond rate, and ther home-ownership rate was hdf thenaiond
average Thereport conduded tha South Sealdande's were the poorest immigrant
ethnic groupin Audralia. Medical surveysindicated high rates of diabetes,
hypeatendon, heart disease, obesity and rend disease, comparable with thos of
indigenousAugdraians Thefind govanment recommendaionsin 1994combined
basic assistance for eduction, housng, health, and culture with a program to increase
public awareness of the South Sea Idande's andtheir rolein Audralian history. This
enabled South Sealdande identity to survive as separate from indigenousidentity.

International Links

Theldandes have throughthar own initiative created a subdantial relinking with
ther familiesin Vanuau, the Solomonldands and PapuaNew Guinea. This has been
made possible by improvement in air service between Audraia andtheidandsas
well as Idande's having access to disposable incomes tha can be spent on oveaseas
holidays. Since then there has been a cultural renaissance, a strengthening of identity,
asense of assurance of ther place in Audralia and as Pacific ISandes. It isnow
commonplace for indvidud Idandes and whole familiesto visit relativesin the
isands and for return visits to occur, sometimes on an annud basis. Church groups
fromtheidandsand Audralia have been makingtripsback and forth since the 1980s
Honiara, capital of the Solomon Idands is Mackay's sister city. In 1988the Prime
Minister of the Solomon Idandsstopped off in Mackay to visit his people there, and
later tha year a group of twenty-two Solomon Idandes led by a cabinet minister took
patin areenactment of thearrival of thefirst Melanesian labourers broughtto the
district in 1867 Then in 1990the Solomon Idandsappointed a consul-general for
Audralia, based in Brishane notthenaiond capital Canbeara (athoughthemain



congulate was shifted to Canbera afew years later), in recognition of trade and
communication linkswith Queendand and thelarge nunber of Audralian Solomon
Idandaslivingin the state.

Theprocess of relinking two sides of families separated for sixty yearsis both
exhilarating and bewildering. Audralian South Sea Idandeas are Audraliansfirst and
South Sea Idande's second. Depending on how much influence they have had from
more traditiond older members of thar families, they have absorbed some idea of
Idand cusgoms, some undeastanding of the cultural powers tha remain vibrant in the
isands Often precise details of cusomary names and villageidentification back in
theidandshave been forgotten by Audralian Idlande families. It is aremarkable
experience to return to thar ancestral homes, to go back to thevillages thear
grandpaents and great-grandpaents left so longago. Ingead of being margind
Audralians aways obvioudy black withn a white mgjority, they suddenly find
themselves indistinguishable from their kin, except for their broad Augralian accents.
Theimpact of discovering tha they have close relatives, land, and ceremond rightsin
theidandsis overwhleming. So toois residud fear of the potency of sorcery andthe
problem of dealing with false claims of relaltionship and avariciousrelatives who
unthinkingly demand reciprodty of wealth. Even the poorest Audralian South Sea
Idandeas seem rich by village standadsin the Solomon Iandsand Vanuau. The
long-term ramificationsof this relinking are probaly far more significant than any
goveanment assistance, which is intended to be short-term andis fickle, dependingon
thewhims and goodwill of politicians

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The South Sea Idande community at Mackay isthelargest in Audralia, and many of
its problems are amirror of those in other areas, althoughit does have itsown
peculiarities, which make it opeate differently. One is seemingly unbridgesble
political divisons The goveanment agendes dealing with the approximately fifteen
thousnd Idandeas have never really comprehendel the extent of these degp-grained
divisons between individuds, families, andidand groups There are six South Sea
Idlanda community organisationsopeating in the Mackay district. All of these
organisationsopeate on theremnants of theoriginal pan-Melanesianism, new
Western values and skills, and newly created supposedly "traditiond" values about
elders and leadership tha owe much to indgenousAudraian moden politics and
have norea basisin handed-down traditions Significantly, women have been the
mog successful political leadersin theldanda community Augraia-widesince the
1980s a phenomenontha has nobasisin traditional Melanesian politics.
Althoughpolitical lobbying and access to govenment funding are unifying
factors, other features of the community are at the same time caugng it to disintegrate
further. Christianity islosingits force as a unifying and stabilising factor. Today
churchgoes are redly those bom in or before the 1960sand 1970s The 1980sand
1990sgenerationis notinterested and has rebdled, removing oneof thelongterm
fod. There was also once the unity of intermarriage, which created a sense of
community. Despite animosdties and the enormousgeographic spread of theldande
families, the complex web of intermarriage created since the 1920sensures that each
family isin some way related to all the others. Since the 1970sthere has been
continuing outmarriage, into the Aborigind and Torres Strait ISande community
and into thewhite community. Now there isimmigration of Aborigines and Torres
Strait Idandeas aswell as Polynesians mainly from Tongaand Samoa This group of



recent nonwhite arrivals for themog pat has norespect for tradition andis no longe
willing to obey or take the advice of thar elders. In the 1990sMackay developed
guite severe problems with youth violence, perperated by youths of ISande ancestry
who have nothing in common with and cannotrelate to ther conservative religious
elders. Black American influences such as rap musc, which give credence to
premarital sex and violence, often predominate over older values. Thisleadsto severe
problems of cultural identity. Today thereisnolonger aclear South Sealdande
identity and theyounge generation sees themselves as black Audraiansrather than
South Sea ldandea Audraians
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